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Discussion Questions 

1. How much empathy did you have for Elizabeth and how much of what she said did you be-

lieve? 

2. What do we learn about attitudes to the elderly from the conversations that Elizabeth and 

Martha have? 

3. What chance does the relationship between Liam and the librarian have of being a successful 

one? 

4. Was Liam right to advise Karl’s son to go back to university? 

5. Very little is said about what happened to Rose when she is brought home. What do you think 

about this decision? 

6. Do you think the technique of using different narrative voices to tell the story is successful? 

Why or why not? 

7. Would you enjoy living somewhere like Solace? Why is somewhere like Solace a good or 

“not so good” place to live? 

8. To what extent do you think Liam’s adult personality fits with the childhood he experienced, 

assuming that we believe, to some extent at least, Elizabeth’s and his own 

portrayal of what occurred? 

9. What is the significance of the cat in the novel? 

10. Which character in the story do you have the most empathy for and why? 
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