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Discussion Questions

1.

Detransition, Baby explores motherhood through several lenses. How do Reese, Katrina, and
Ames’s feelings on motherhood differ and how do they converge?

What does the novel reveal to you about the taboos of sex and gender? What roles doe class
and race play in the book?

How does Katrina’s grief over her divorce and miscarriage inform her thoughts about preg-
nancy? Do you see any parallels between divorce narratives and transition narratives? If so,
describe them.

Discuss Reese’s relationship with the cowboy. What does their relationship fulfill for one
another?

Discuss Ames’s decision to detransition. What factors played into this choice? Do you believe
Ames is still a woman, even after the detransition?

Discuss the concept of dissociation as described in the novel. How do the kinds of “bad
feelings” that trans women cope with by dissociating from their bodies and emotions relate to
the kinds of “bad feelings” that other women experience about their bodies or in uncomforta-
ble sexual situations?

How does Ames’s relationship with Katrina differ from her relationship with [# S S
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What was your perspective on the ending? What future do you envision
for Reese, Katrina, and Ames?
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This book may be available for download as an eBook and an eAudiobook.

For more information, please visit Ipl.overdrive.com or call 519-661-4600.

About the Author

Torrey Peters is the author of the novel Detransition, Baby, published by One World, which won the 2021 PEN/
Hemingway award for debut fiction. It was also a finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Awards, a finalist for
the Brooklyn Public Library Award, and was longlisted for the Women's Prize for Fiction. A collection of four no-
vellas, titled Infect Your Friends and Loved Ones, will be published by Random House in 2023. She has an MFA
from the University of lowa and a Masters in Comparative Literature from Dartmouth. Torrey rides a pink motor-
cycle and splits her time between Brooklyn and an off-grid cabin in Vermont.

Via the author's website (https://www.torreypeters.com/)
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