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Discussion Questions 

1. What did you know about the nursing home/long term care system prior to this book? What 

surprised you? 

2. The book shines a light on the sub-par treatment those in nursing homes may receive. Who 

is at fault here? The staff? The doctors? The government? 

3. How does Susan’s experience working for the ministry of health help her as she navigates 

the nursing home care system? How does it hinder?  

4. Susan and her brother have a difficult relationship. What do you think about the resentment 

Susan feels toward him surrounding their mother’s care? 

5. The book discusses the gender roles associated with caring for a loved one (i.e., women are 

expected to, while men are praised). What do you think? 

6. How does the relationship between Susan and her mother change over the course of the 

book? 

7. Do you think this book would be a good resource for those with a loved one going into     

nursing home or long-term care? 

8. Do you think the graphic format of this book added or took away from the 

work? Have you read a graphic novel before? Would you read another? 



 

About the Author 

Susan MacLeod is an author, visual artist, and cartoonist. She holds undergraduate degrees from Mount Allison 

and SCAD Universities and a Master of Fine Arts in Creative Nonfiction from University of King/s College. Susan 

is a founding member of VEOLI - Visualizing End of Life Issues. This group of North American graphic recorders 

is available to draw people’s wishes for their end of life experiences. Ideally, this is done before death is imminent 

- in middle age, for example - and can include visual vigil plans, visual advance care plans, legacy story maps, 

visual obituaries or memorial visuals.  

Via the author’s website (https://www.susanmacleod.ca/about-2) 
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