
 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. How does the author use imagery to place the audience directly in the shoes of Elimina? How 

might these senses help to amplify the emotions being experienced in this opening scene?  

2. How would you respond to Josephine when she states, “We’re here to work. This is how it is 

for people like us” (pg. 19)? Why do you think Josephine believes this?  

3. What is “gutter debt”? What events are related to the establishment of the debt system? Elim-

ina learns that her debt is “negligible” or less than her peers. Why is this?  

4. What does Violet mean when she says, “Whether Josephine wants to admit it or not, it’s dif-

ferent for us” (pg. 94)? Who is Violet referring to when she says “us”? What additional barri-

ers exist for anyone who is in Violet’s position?  

5. Rather than being concerned for Josephine’s safety, what two things are Mr. Gregors con-

cerned about? What does his physical appearance along with his words and actions reveal 

about his character and position as headmaster of the academy?  

6. What is the likely fate of Elimina’s child? Provide evidence from the text to support your posi-

tion.  

7. What are some examples of social justice in action that you see in the 

novel?  

8. At the end of the novel, Lima says, “I climb into bed every night surround-

ed by a handful of my most prized possessions” (pg. 368). When leaving 

home to go to Livingstone, then Riverside and then the Gutter, what pos-

sessions did she take with her? What does this reveal about Lima’s growth 

and identity?  

9. Were you satisfied with the way the novel ended? What additional ques-

tions or wonderings do you have?  
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