
 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. Amanda Peters has said that the opening line "The day Ruthie went missing, the blackflies seemed to 

be especially hungry" came to her, and the rest of the book followed. How did this line set the scene? 

What expectations did it give you for the story, and were those fulfilled? 

2. When did you figure out the relationship between the two storylines, and how did it make you feel? 

3. Have you ever discovered a family secret? How did it change your relationship with the people around 

you? 

4. Did you prefer Joe's voice, Norma's, or the combination? Were there other characters you wished 

could give their point of view? 

5. After Ruthie goes missing, what do you think keeps the remaining family members bound together? 

What do you think pulls them apart? 

6. How does Ruthie's disappearance echo tragedies and atrocities in the broader history of Indigenous 

peoples? Have you learned more since reading the book? 

7. How does Norma's feeling of being stuck between worlds come out in the story? In what ways might 

other characters feel a sense of duality or out of placeness? 

8. You might say this story is ultimately about forgiveness. Are you able to find all the major characters 

redeemable in some way, or are there any you cannot forgive? 

9. In the end, why do you think Norma's mother did the very drastic thing she did? 

10. You might say this story is ultimately about forgiveness. Are you able to find all 

the major characters redeemable in some way, or are there any you cannot forgive? 
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