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Discussion Questions 

1. How does the setting of Denison Avenue shape the character’s lives and interactions? What role does the  

neighbourhood play in shaping their identities and decisions? 

2. How do the backgrounds, aspirations, and challenges of such characters Ellie, Mike, and Mary contribute to the 

overall narrative? How does each character’s journey reflect broader themes in the novel? 

3. How are loss, grief, and resilience portrayed throughout the novel? How do different characters cope with their 

personal tragedies, and what does this reveal about their personalities and inner strength? 

4. How do familial bonds shape the characters’ choices and perspectives? What insights does the novel offer 

about the complexities of family life? 

5. What social issues does the novel address, and how are they portrayed through the characters’ experiences? 

Consider topics such as economic hardship, addiction, and the impact of urban decline on communities. 

6. How does the novel’s narrative structure, which shifts perspectives between different characters, enhance your 

understanding of the story and its themes? 

7. How does Stewart O’Nan evoke a sense of place in Denison Avenue? Discuss the importance of the setting in 

the novel and its impact on the characters lives. 

8. How do literary devices including symbolic elements or recurring themes, contribute to the themes and overall 

mood of the story? 

9. Explore the relationships between characters in the novel. How do these relationships 

evolve over time? What do they reveal about the characters’ growth and development? 

10. What messages or insights do you think the author aims to convey through this story and 

its characters? 
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