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Discussion Questions 

1.  One of the key themes of this novel is motherhood. What do you think of the mothers presented to us in the novel? 

Do you believe Virginia to be a good mother? Is Arden a good mother? Do you believe Tate will be a good mother?  

2. The role of the father is another important theme in the novel. We are presented with three very different men in this 

role: The deceased Scott, Arden’s stepfather Hal and her biological father, Bruce. What is your feeling towards these 

very different men and the role they play in the novel?  

3. What do you think of Arden’s quest for the inheritance? Is it justified? Would you have pursued this inheritance with 

the information that Arden has? Why or why not?  

4. Virginia and Arden share many traits. What are parallels that you perceive between them?  

5. Virginia suffers from elder abuse in this novel and attends a support group that she initially believes herself not to fit 

into. Do you believe Virginia belongs in this group?  

6. How did you feel about Virginia’s decision to confront the perpetrator in the restaurant? How do you think such situa-

tions should be handled?  

7. “Money is the root of all evil” says the saying. Do you think this book condones or condemns this idea?  

8. If you were making the decision, do you agree with the law giving nonmarital children 

unknown to the parent access to their inheritance?  

9. If you were in the position of the wealthy family, would you be interested in getting to 

know Arden and her family?  

10. What do you think is the future for Arden’s relationship with her lawyer? Will it work 

out? Why or why not?  

11. How did you feel learning about Ivy’s coping strategy for her grief? How do you think 

Arden should have handled the situation as a parent?  

12. Do you believe that Wyatt purposely left the EpiPen behind? Why or why not?  
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