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Discussion Questions 

1. How does the novel demonstrate economic disparities? What does the email correspondence 

between Ms. Hina and her supervisor suggest about the differences between management 

and on-the-ground workers? 

2. The novel uses multiple narrative voices, letting us hear the perspectives of children, parents, 

and teachers. Why do you think the author chose this approach? How did it affect you as a 

reader? 

3. The book used different format types, such as emails and multiple perspectives. Do you think 

this added to the story? 

4. What are some of the structural challenges that the characters face in trying to get their basic 

needs met? For example, what obstacles does Sylvia’s family run into as they try to get medi-

cal care for her brother? Why does Ms. Hina feel the need to offer food at a program based 

on literacy? 

5. How are Bing and Clive’s stories similar and different? 

6. Which character was your favourite? Who would you have liked to know more about?  

7. What is the role of the community in the novel? 

8. Is it possible to keep school and politics separate as Jane Fulton suggests to 

Ms. Hina? And, is it desirable to keep them separate? Why or why not? 

9. Although there is a tragedy toward the end of the novel, many of the children 

and adults gain community support and strength. What are the stories of re-

silience and change in the novel? 

10.  What do you think happens next for the characters in the book?   
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