
 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. How do the epigraphs help prepare the reader for the many crossroads the Walsh-Adams family will have to face? 

What about the first word of the novel, “but”?  

2. When Rosie and Penn first go to see Mr. Tongo about Claude, he asks them to divide behaviours into “boy”and “girl” 

columns. Do you think their conclusions are accurate? Are they fair? Discuss what you think it means to be a man, a 

woman, or “something else.”  

3. In what ways does the book tackle typical definitions of boys and girls, men and women? Did it change your view of 

gender and identity as you read?  

4. When Rosie first takes Poppy on playdates with other girls, the moms begin telling her how brave she is. “Rosie appre-

ciated the support but wasn’t sure parenting ever really qualified as brave — or maybe it always did — because it’s not 

like you had a choice.” How are each of the characters brave? Discuss how (or if) parenting requires acts of bravery.  

5. When Claude begins to voice his love of dresses, Rosie tells us, “Didn’t you know then, the doctors said later? Weren’t 

you listening?” Do you think our expectations of people, such as Rosie and Penn’s expectations of Claude, get in the 

way of us actually listening to them? Knowing them?  

6. After Jane Doe’s trauma, Rosie thinks, “Head colds should be tolerated. Children should be celebrated.” What is the 

difference between tolerance and acceptance? Acceptance and celebration? Discuss how language, down to the pro-

nouns we use, affects the way we interact with people different from ourselves.  

7. After Poppy’s secret is revealed, Rosie and Penn have an argument about how to move forward. Penn says, “As par-

ents, we make a thousand decisions a year with life altering impact whose implications our kids couldn’t possibly get 

their heads around. That’s our job. That’s what parenting is.” Rosie counters with, “She’s got to 

be lost for a bit, and she can’t be lost if we’re leading her out of the woods.” Where do you fall 

in this argument?  

8. Think about the standard fairy tale structure - in what ways is this novel a fairy tale? Is it the 

tale of Penn and Rosie, or Poppy? Their family? Or do you consider it another kind of story 

altogether?  
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