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Discussion Questions 

1. What did you think of the format of the book? Did you like how the author employed multiple narrators and 

told the story in two different timelines? 

2. Discuss the character of Quiet Uncle. Do you think he was going to come back? 

3. The After part of the book takes place on an island that is not named. What did you think of the setting? Do 

you wish we had been given more details about where and what this place was? 

4. Discuss the unlikely friendship between Amir and Vänna.  

5. On the boat, Maher says “You thought away was enough. But it’s not. It never is” (124) suggesting that the 

migrants will be unsuccessful in their efforts to find a better life. What do you think of this statement? 

6. Even though Vänna and Amir don’t share a language or a culture, Vänna is determined to keep him safe, 

risking her own safety in the process. What do you think her motivations for this are? 

7. Consider the secondary characters from the boat. Which one was your favourite? Who do you wish we could 

have learned more about? 

8. Midway through the book, we begin to see the story through Colonel Kethros’ perspective. What did you 

think of this character?  

9. Consider the following quote from page 230-231: “You are the temporary object of their fraudulent outrage, 

their fraudulent grief. They will march the streets on your behalf, they will write to politi-

cians on your behalf, they will cry on your behalf, but you are to them in the end nothing 

but a hook on which to hand the best possible image of themselves. Today you are the 

only boy in the world and tomorrow it will be as though you never existed.” 

10. What did you think of the ending? Were you satisfied? 
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